Background and Chronology of the Murder and the Trial

On Sunday, September 26, 1999, in Ridgefield, New Jersey, Gladys Ricart, a young Dominican woman,
was preparing for what should have been the happiest day of her life, her wedding day. But as she stood
in her wedding gown posing for photos surrounded by family and friends, Agustin Garcia, her abuswe ex-
boyfriend, burst into the house and fatally shot her. :

The killing and subsequent irresponsible media coverage served to divide not only the largely Dominican
neighborhood of Washington Heights, in New York City, where both Ricart and Garcia had lived for
several years, but Latinos everywhere who heard about the murder,
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The judge in the case had allowed Garcia’s attorneys to use a “crime of passion defense,” but on October
29, a jury rejected this defense when it convicted Agustin Garcia of the murder of Ricart. (Rejected this
ploy on the part of this defense)

In the wake of the trial, members of the Latino community, domestic violence advocates, and other
outraged individuals formed a grass roots coalition — The Committee for Justice Gladys Ricart. The
committee sought justice for Gladys' murder, offered support to her family and helped to raise awareness
about the issue of domestic violence and its consequences.

About a month after the Brides March, on October 29, 2001, the jury in the murder trial of Agustm Garcia
rendered a guilty verdict. He was sentenced to life in prlson

After the trial and sentencing, the Committee for Justice for Gladys Ricart evolved into the New York
Latinas Against Domestic Violence. (NYLADYV), an organization dedicated to creating greater awareness
and consciousness about domestic violence and its tragic consequences. It was also to ensure that the
memory of Gladys Ricart and all of the women who have died or been injured at the hands of their
abusers, live on. One way of doing this is to organize annual Bride’s Marches in order to take the issue to
Latino neighborhoods and attract media coverage.

To date (Spring 2010), six Marches have been held in New York City bringing together hundreds of
women, men, and youth, among them members of the Ricart family and other families affected by
domestic violence. Included in this group are elected officials, civic leaders, clergy, students, and scores
of domestic violence advocates.

It's Alianza's hope ‘that DV organizations and other anti-violence advocates around the country will
consider organizing a Brides March in their respective cities and towns.



