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Safe Passage Bride’s March Against Domestic Violence

Thursday October 21, 2010 at 3pm

Scores of “Brides” and Supporters Will March Through Northampton

To Remember Glady’s Ricart and Other Victims of Domestic Violence

Scores of women dressed in wedding gowns, along with men dressed in black, will march through the streets of Northampton to raise awareness about the devastating effects of Domestic Violence on Latino and other families and communities. 
Marchers will start gathering at 3pm at Pulaski Park where they will hear from some of the March organizers along with 3 special Domestic Violence activists. The March will begin promptly at 3:40pm and will end around 5pm back at Pulaski Park with a speak –out and closing ceremony. (see attached March Route)

Marchers will hear from 3 special key note speakers: Juan Carlos Areán, program manager for the Family Violence Prevention Fund has devoted 16 years to engaging men across different cultures to become better fathers, partners and allies to end domestic violence. For over a decade he worked at the Men’s Resource Center for change. Brenda Lopez, Domestic Violence Coordinator for the Springfield Police Department is one of the most passionate and dedicated Latina domestic violence activists in Western Massachusetts. She has helped many survivors of Domestic Violence over the years and coordinated trainings for Police Officers. Lastly, Elizabeth Gallon, survivor of domestic violence will speak on her journey to a life free from violence and how the Violence Against Women Act impacted her life. 
The Bride’s March, also known as the Glady’s  Ricart and Victims of Domestic Violence Memorial Walk is an annual event that was started in 2001 in New York City to remember Ms. Ricart, who was murdered by a former abusive boyfriend on the day she was to wed someone else, and all the other women  who have been killed or injured in domestic violence incidents. (see chronology of events attached) 

-more-

More than dozens of Deaths and hundreds of Thousands of Domestic Violence incidents are reported each year in Massachusetts. 

According to Jane Doe Inc, there has been an estimate of 24 Domestic Violence Homicides in this year alone reported from January 1, 2010 – September 17, 2010 in Massachusetts. This includes innocent bystanders such as family relatives and children. (See attached report) 
These figures indicate that domestic violence continues to be a matter of great concern and we need everyone in our communities to say no to violence. Domestic Violence is not a isolated individual problem, it is a societal dilemma that needs to end. It affects everyone. We call on all concerned people in the Western Mass Area to join our March!

Please help us in publicizing this event!!!
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Anthia Elliot, Director of Programs, Safe Passage: 413-586-1125 ext. 14, anthia@safepass.org
La Wanza Lett-Brewington, Executive Director, Safe Passage: 413-586-1125 ext. 20, lawanza@safepass.org

