Landscape Meeting 

June 8, 2010

Ned Philips-Jones, Leah Grossman, Andrew Mangold, Rebecca Siegel, Mallory 

There is a lot of interest in revamping landscapes at Hampshire College.  This is also a really key time, because we are getting a new president, strategic planning is happening.  

Goal of this meeting: get on the same page.
We should add our ideas to the strategic planning document online (you can access it on hampedia)


The question of who will manage different landscapes is always present and important.   Could this be one central committee- a designated grounds group? Or many little student groups? 

Ned: it would be great to set a strategy for minimizing the areas of campus that are just raw dirt due to people driving on them.  

Leah: it could be great to experiment with different drivable grass and permeable pavement technologies on campus. 

There’s a tension: the decisionmakers want hampshire to become like other schools, but Hampshire students come here because they want it to be different.

It’s important to make people aware that changes would happen gradually, because plants grow slowly.  

How can we make more space for student landscape projects 

How can we map all the groups that are working on things like this and how can they collaborate? Could the solar charging station or some other place have a map of all the student groups.  This could work in collaboration with hampedia.


Such as new leaf, green roof, transition hampshire 
This is a manifestation of the transition process.  This fits under the transitions umbrella 
Hampshire Landscape Recent History:

-When Ned was a second year, all of the undergrowth in the wooded areas around campus.  This was driven by public safety’s desire to be able to survey everything from their vehicles.  This was indicative of how things often are planned behind closed doors and then done without public discussion.  

- Mark Spiro has a very conservative view of what a college landscape should look like, and may even have won awards for the golf course- like landscape he’s created at his previous college.  One thing is that the tidy-looking campus is attractive to prospective students’ parents.  He allegedly said that he “has nothing against the wild look” as long as it’s contained.  
-Ned and Andrew had a meeting with Larry Archey to share with him some of what has been going on at Wesleyan in terms of redesigning and landscaping the campus (as are other schools).  Ned wanted to plant the idea and build a rapport with Larry.  

-Leslie Cox thinks that it could be good to have some of the lawns be mowed only once a season.

Some Ideas

-campus = edible food forest

-seed some areas with native wildflowers- this could be advertised on tours and could be a nice selling point, maybe near the tea house.

-expand the summer garden interns (see smith college as a model)

PLANNING AHEAD
Meeting next week.  The goal: share ideas and knowledge, then get to work thinking about and planning for what will happen in the fall.  
Tuesday June 14, 7 pm, Thorpe House, dinner provided (frozen pizzas from mixed nuts, cookout style)
The Fall
This fall could be a time for getting specific and making proposals.  This would show that we are thinking beyond just the time that we will be here.  It would show our commitment.  


What would be a home for this? The sustainable landscape class? Transition Hampshire? 

We could have a charette – a session where everyone can come together and brainstorm ideas.  Ned’s session at div 4 could be a time for that 

Let’s also get a big piece of paper and map student groups 

We could also have papers with big questions- ex. What is your favorite landscape at Hampshire ? What do you want to change?  Or also a big map people can write on.  



This would be good to do in the fall
