                                  

Judaic 383/WGSS 391D 



“Women, Gender, Sexuality and Judaism”
Taught by Prof. Susan Shapiro, Department of Judaic and Near Eastern Studies and Director of Religious Studies, UMass Amherst

Meeting Time:  2:30-5:15 Wednesdays

Classroom:  Herter Hall 200

Office Hours:  TTh 2:30-3:30 
In this course, we will examine the ways in which the terms "woman/women" (as opposed to that of "man/men"), the "feminine" (as opposed to that of the "masculine"), "gender" and “sexuality” differently construe the character of Judaism.  "Judaism" is here understood in religious, cultural and social terms.  While this course attends to questions of contemporary forms of Jewish women's identities and to filling-in the blanks of the "missing women" of Jewish history and tradition, our main focus will be on historical constructions on gender roles and sexual identities in Judaism and their cultural and social consequences.  Three types of literature, therefore, are important in this course:  (1) primary religious texts about women and gender in Judaism; (2) interpretations and historical accounts of aspects of women's and men's gender roles in Judaism and Jewish culture in different time periods; (3) current critical and feminist theories of discourse, culture and politics through which to problematize our readings of both primary and interpretive or secondary texts.  The course title’s categories of "woman/women" ("man/men"), "gender" and “sexualities”—and, to a certain extent, that of "Judaism"—are thus treated here not only as descriptive terms, but as critical terms of analysis.

