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ASL Live!© is a group of students from the Northwest Deaf Club at Northwestern Connecticut Community College.  These students have developed an educational but entertaining look at ASL Storytelling – a performance art of the Deaf Community.  

The students demonstrate some of the unique art forms found in ASL Storytelling:  ABC Stories, Number Stories, Deaf Jokes, and Poetry written and/or performed by Deaf artisans. They also “borrow” and reshape some art forms from the Hearing Community (music, slapstick comedy), adding their own particular angle.

The group was formed during the Spring 2006 semester, and made their debut in April 2006 at the Collegiate Education for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Persons 19th Annual Gala at Northwestern Connecticut Community College.  They have been developing this production since the Fall 2006 semester to “take on the road” to Connecticut high schools as a community service.

The 45-minute performance provides some insight into the culture of the Deaf Community and to a unique performance art: ASL Storytelling.
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DID YOU KNOW?
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ASL is the fourth most commonly used language in the United States of America.

[image: image2.jpg]


There are approximately 610,000 profoundly deaf people in the United States and approximately 12,000 in Connecticut.
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ASL is used among members of the Deaf Community who consider it to be their ‘native’ language.
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The Deaf Community shares a cultural identity – which includes a common language, shared values and rules for behavior and the uniquely visual art of ASL Storytelling.
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 Even though ASL is used in America, it is a language completely different to English.
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ASL contains the fundamental structures any language needs to function on its own — grammar, syntax, semantics and discourse.
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 The visual nature of ASL lends itself to visual art forms – like storytelling.
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2007

	Karl "KJ" Wence
	Jessica Tanner 

	Stephen Brathwaite
	Ed Ostrinsky

	Irene Rivera
	Kerri Tollman
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	Andrea Carey

	Zach Larson
	Jackie Brown

	Tina Cuddeback
	Tanya Muscaro

	Sarah Broomhead
	Crystal Sylvester

	Amanda Sechow
	Ben Humphrey
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Director 
Roxanne Norway-White

Stage Manager
Kellyann Parry

Consultants
Job Ayantola, 
Anna Rinaldi, Mark J. Myers

Shirts by 
Laurel Screening
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ASL LIVE!

NORTHWEST DEAF CLUB

NORTWESTERN CONNECTICUT COMMUNITY COLLEGE

asllive@yahoo.com

Manual Alphabet used in the ABC Story
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ASL Numbers used in the Number Story


Northwestern Connecticut Community College is distinguished among Connecticut community colleges in that it offers unique academic support for deaf and hard-of-hearing students through the Collegiate Education for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Persons (CEDHH) program.  
[image: image19.wmf]CEDHH offers specialized classes, academic support services, and counseling for deaf and hard-of-hearing students.  The Northwest Deaf Club (NWDC) is the one of the most active clubs on campus – sponsoring workshops, social events and community service projects.  ASL Live!© is part of the NWDC.

The NW Deaf Club of NCCC has worked for the last 2 years in a world wide effort to fund the building of the Andrew Foster College for the Deaf.  One US Dollar has the economic power of $144 in Nigeria where the college will be built. The profits from this performance will be added to the Northwest Deaf Club’s donation. 

[image: image20.wmf]If there is any man who has had a major impact with his life's work, it is Dr. Andrew Foster. Not only did he establish all 31 schools for the Deaf in Africa, he was also the first African American Deaf student to graduate from Gallaudet University (then Gallaudet College). Unfortunately, Foster was taken from this world in 1987 at the age of 62.

Thank you for making the dream of a college education possible for the Deaf people of Nigeria.
Contact Information:

ASL Live! @ NW Deaf Club

Northwestern Connecticut Community College

Park Place East, Winsted, CT 06098

c/o Roxanne Norway-White

rnorway-white@nwcc.commnet.edu

OR

Mark Myers, Director of CEDHH

mmyers@nwcc.commnet.edu



ASL LIVE! ©

Saturday, April 21, 2007
7:30 pm

Northwestern Connecticut Community College

Founders Hall Auditorium

General Admission: $10
Senior Citizens/NCCC Student: $5
Ages 5-12 : $3

Under 5: FREE[image: image8.jpg]
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