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Stand Against Racism 2010

Dear Community, 
The YWCA of Western MA, in partnership with Martin Luther King Jr. Family Services (MLKFS) and the National Conference for Community & Justice (NCCJ), invite you to join us as we take a Stand Against Racism on Friday, April 30, 2010.

We are calling on corporations, schools, hospitals, houses of worship, government agencies and organizations in Western MA to participate in this exciting event. By becoming a Participating Site, you will join your voices with ours and together we can take a bold Stand Against Racism.  

The goal of the event is to raise awareness that racism still exists in our community and that it can no longer be ignored or tolerated. Our strength is in numbers! 

On Friday, April 30, 2010, the YWCA of Western MA along with close to 70 YWCAs throughout the country will be working closely with approximately 1,500 organizations that will collectively attract about 200,000 individuals. We hope you will be one of them!

As a Participating Site of the Stand Against Racism, we ask that you host a “Stand” – either open to the public or just for your group. Being a Participating Site is very simple. We will provide you with all the materials you will need (including a How to Run the Event Template that can be customized to meet your needs). Resources for Stands focusing on children are also available. According to a study published in 1999, "talking about race and racial attitudes in classrooms can reduce prejudice under certain conditions." (Source; Journal of Social Issues). 
Please be on the lookout for more information about the event on April 30th at the YWCA.  There is no cost to participate. We hope we can count on your support, as this movement is far too important. At the close of individual stands, we invite all who can make it to come together at the YWCA in Springfield for a final display of unity.

You can sign up online on our Web site: www.StandAgainstRacism.org. The deadline to sign up is April 16, 2010.  Our Stand Against Racism coordinator Laura Mecham will reach out to you in the near future to answer any questions you may have about this event.
We seek to bring people together for one common goal – the elimination of racism.  

Please join us.

Sincerely,

Mary Reardon Johnson

Executive Director of the YWCA of Western MA
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