May 8, 2007
Dear Senator Knapik,

Recently the House passed an amendment to include Casa Latina, Inc. in the state budget for $25,000 for the coming year. This was done within the House consolidated amendment—the portion regarding the Department of Transitional Assistance # 4401-2120.   Please pass this line item in the Senate budget as well. 
In the past few years, Casa Latina has experienced financial challenges due to the growing number of Latino constituents we serve, and ongoing federal and state budget cuts. There is real concern that Casa Latina may be forced to close its doors in July if we cannot secure bridge funding soon.  
Casa Latina was founded almost 30 years ago. We are a solid and reputable agency, but we desperately need your help at this critical juncture. Last year we provided services to over 650 low and moderate income Latinos in Hampshire County.
Casa Latina is the only Latino-led and Latino-focused organization in Hampshire County. The programs and services we provide are critical to the health of our community. Casa Latina offers:  bilingual, bicultural information and referrals; medical interpreting; and case management—along with a number of civic enrichment and educational programs for parents, elderly, and youth.  Recently we have been working to increase Latino parent involvement in the schools.
Attached is a fact sheet that outlines the programs, services, and current funding sources for Casa Latina.  If you have any questions don’t hesitate to call board member, Heather Warner at 582-7013, or you can reach me at (413-478-0511). 

Please support budget  the line item for the Department of Transitional Assistance # 4401-2120 for Casa Latina, Inc.  Thank you!

Sincerely,

Dalila Balfour, President
Casa Latina, Inc
