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Western Massachusetts Social Forum

Invitation to participate!
April 14-15, 2007

University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Do you believe that there’s something seriously wrong with current policies and institutions that cater to the interests of big business and bankers - policies that favor the rich and hurt or, at best, ignore ordinary folks and their communities? Do you believe that “Another World Is Possible”? 

If so, then we invite your participation in the Western Massachusetts Social Forum, April 14-15, 2007 at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA.  

Some people have asked, “Why UMass? Why not make it more accessible for folks from disadvantaged communities in Springfield and Holyoke?”’ The issue of location was long debated. We finally agreed to hold the Forum at UMass for the following reasons: 1) UMass is the flagship public university in the state and should be regarded as a public resource and space. 2) It’s centrally located in relation to Springfield/Holyoke and Greenfield 3) Availability of good facilities at minimal cost.
The WM Social Forum is a local ‘edition’ of the World Social Forum (WSF) and we adhere to its Charter of Principles. Social Forums are both ongoing processes and open spaces to discuss, reflect, debate, share, exchange, inspire, celebrate, strategize and mobilize in the belief that ‘Another World Is Possible,’ one that puts people and planet before corporate profits. 
We come together in the belief that the current conservative model (neoliberalism) that dominates the world is not working. Neoliberal globalization is a model that caters to the interests of big business and bankers. Its hallmarks are growing inequality, deepening poverty, tax handouts and de-regulation for powerful corporations, cutbacks in social programs, privatization of water, schools, etc. and environmental destruction. Divisions of race, ethnicity, gender, nationality, sexual orientation, religion and so forth are exploited in order to undercut a unified movement against neoliberal globalization. 
You or your organization can participate in the following ways:
1. Attend the WM Social Forum Please fill out and send in the registration form below. 
2. Organize a workshop/performance/discussion/activity Consider collaborating with other groups. Please fill out the Workshop/Activity registration below. We will use the information to track the range of topics, groups, and strategies for change.   

3.  Get involved in organizing the WM Social Forum The WM Social Forum process is in motion – many groups have been working together for months to widen the circle and we invite you to join in this important work. Please visit the website to see how you can get involved www.westernmassafsc.org/wsf/wsf.html.  If you want to talk to someone  please email or call Maya Winfrey (413-772-8898, maya@cooppower.coop)  or Doug Renick (afsc@crocker.com, 413-584-8975).
W. Mass. Social Forum - Registration Form

You must register for the WM Social Forum in order to do a workshop/activity. Send to AFSC, 140 Pine St., Florence, MA 01062 or e-mail afsc@crocker.com 
Name: 


Name of Organization that you work with or area of work/activism:


Brief description of organization (if applicable): 
Brief description of members or constituency (if applicable), e.g. people of color, poor people, LGBT, women, immigrants, cooperatives, etc.
Attendance:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sat & Sun, April 14 &15       FORMCHECKBOX 
  Sat, April 14     FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sun., April 15

Street Address:



City, State, Zip:

Phone: 


E-Mail: 


Free childcare is available, but you must register in advance.

Do you need childcare?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No





Number of children ___
List ages of children _____________________________
Registration Fee: 
Individual (sliding scale $5-25) 





$___________

no one will be turned away for lack of funds






Organization (sliding scale $25-sky’s the limit)



$___________
Additional contribution in support of WM Social Forum


$___________

Total (Please make checks payable to:  CPE / WM Social Forum) 
$___________
WORKSHOP/ACTIVITY SUBMISSION
Send to AFSC, 140 Pine St., Florence, MA 01062 or e-mail afsc@crocker.com
Considerations for organizing a workshop/activity:
In the spirit of encouraging local to global thinking, anti-oppression work, and action, we ask that you consider including the following if you can:
· How does global capitalism (neoliberalism) affect your work or present reality?

· How does your work take into account race/ethnicity/nationality, class, and gender?

· What do you see as the most promising strategies for action and organizing?

PART I (required information)
Workshop title

Facilitators/Presenters/Performers

Brief description of content

Workshop/activity format – we encourage cross-organization collaboration and creative ways of learning and exchange.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Talk/presentation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Participatory workshop

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Caucus
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Facilitated Discussion
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Performance


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Exhibit
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other, please specify __________________________________________________

Date and time preference (we’ll do our best to accommodate your prefs):

   

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sat morning           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sat afternoon           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sun morning     

Technological needs – We urge you to supply your own tech. if possible. We can’t promise that we’ll be able to meet all the tech. demand, especially the data projector/laptop. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  TV/DVD/Video player



 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Data projector/laptop 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other _________________
Tracks  
In the interest of making it easier people to find topics that they’re interested in, workshops/activities will be grouped in broad categories called tracks. We can add additional tracks if there’s sufficient demand. 
Check off as many as are applicable. We will cross list workshops that fall under multiple tracks.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  War/Militarism/Peace (e.g. Iraq war, War/Peace, Non-violence, Prisons & Martial systems, state-sponsored terrorism, police brutality, race & military, conflict resolution, mediation, non-violent communication and diplomacy.) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Economic Justice (E.g. Imperialism, Neoliberalism (for definition see: www.westernmassafsc.org/wsf/wsf.html ), Water privatization,  Military and prison economies, National/local budgets & Taxes, Wal-mart, Corporate abuse/accountability, Race & poverty, Predatory lending, Unions, Underground economy – drugs, Economics of migration, Community economic development, Cooperatives, Land trusts, Community supported agriculture.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Human rights (e.g. Civil rights, Economic rights, Indigenous issues/rights, Immigration, Race & Gender, Democratic rights, Prisons, Torture) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Culture/Spirit/Wisdom (e.g. Media, Advertising/Consumer culture, Cultural rights & struggles, Cultural activism, Individualism vs Solidarity, Spirituality and Activism, Faith based allies, Spirituality and respect for the earth, Transforming consciousness, vision and values for a new global civilization)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Environment/Sustainability (e.g. Natural resources, peak oil, global warming, environmental racism, green living, bio-regions, genetically modified crops, endangered species, health and pollution, sustainable technology, renewable energy)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Our Common Wealth/Natural and Social Resources (e.g. Government, Democracy, Participatory democracy, Accountability, Social welfare, Education, Environment/resources, Healthcare, Arts, Media, Sciences, Care Economy (caring for children, elderly, etc.) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other, please specify ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
PART II - Additional questions (optional)
Answering the following questions is optional. These questions are meant to give us a  better idea of the range organizations, strategies, challenges that will be represented in the workshops/activities please answer the following questions:  
1. What is the mission of your organization? 

2. What are your current programs/projects?

3. What have your successes been? What strategies have you found to be most effective?
4. What lessons have you learned about programs/projects that weren’t so successful? 

5. What do you see as the most critical opportunities and challenges. 







