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January 29, 2007

To: The Greensboro Community
From: The Local Task Force of the Greensboro Truth and Community Reconciliation Project

Dear Friends: 

At our meeting on January 23, the members of the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Project were deeply saddened by the unfolding story of the recent violence at Guilford College involving three Palestinian students and some members of the college football team. Because of our experience in trying to bring reconciliation and healing related to the tragic events of November 3, 1979, we have become especially sensitive to the many ways that the conversation and the actions of the community at large can help or hinder the process of truth seeking, understanding and healing which the Guilford College community must undertake now and, indeed, is courageously undertaking in response to their tragic event. So it is in the interest of truth, reconciliation and healing for Guilford College and our community at large that we offer this communication to our fellow citizens of Greensboro.

We have been heartened by the forthright communication we have observed among the Guilford students, faculty and administrators who have kept faith with one another in this emotion-laden situation in a spirit of responsibility and mutual respect. This is surely testimony to Guilford’s splendid Quaker tradition. We pledge to all the members of that college community our whole hearted support as they seek to deal fairly and compassionately with the students involved in this recent event, but also with the underlying spirit of racism and domination revealed in it---a hate-filled spirit from which none of us in this competitive, fragmented, violence-prone society is free.

We pray that God will assuage the wounds of our three young Palestinian neighbors and grant them many friends whose love and support will transcend the barriers of race and culture and hasten their healing in body and soul.  May God grant the Guilford College community the courage and wisdom to name, engage, and overcome their own underlying attitudes and cultural prejudices that led to such a tragic event. May God grant the young men who participated in wounding their fellow students the tough love of honest friends and the necessary guidance and support by which they may be freed from the destructive power of the spirit of domination and the exclusive attitudes that drove them into such violent and hateful behavior. 

May God grant the citizens of Greensboro liberation from any need to blame or discredit or otherwise worsen the pain of those directly involved in this tragedy, which belongs to us all, and which can become an occasion for self discovery and mutual understanding and healing  throughout our community. So may it be! 


A special communitywide meeting on the Guilford situation will be held on Tuesday, February 6, 2007, 7:00 pm, at the Genesis Baptist Church, 2812 East Bessemer Avenue.  The public is invited.


Yours for truth and reconciliation,
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	Carolyn Allen

Local Task Force Co-Chairperson, Greensboro Truth and Community Reconciliation Project and

Former Greensboro Mayor 1993-1999
	Gregory T. Headen

Local Task Force Co-Chairperson, Greensboro Truth and Community Reconciliation Project and

Senior Pastor, Genesis Baptist Church
	Z. N. Holler

Local Task Force Co-Chairperson, Greensboro Truth and Community Reconciliation Project and

Retired Presbyterian Pastor
	Nelson N. Johnson
Co-Initiator, Greensboro Truth and Community Reconciliation Project and
Senior Pastor, Faith Community Church








