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Problem:  How American immigration policy tears families apart. 

1. Many immigrant families in the United States have members with mixed status.  An 

example of a mixed family is when one parent is a legal resident, another is an 

undocumented immigrant, and a child is an American citizen because she was born in 

this country.  According to the Urban Institute, 15 percent of families in the United States 

have a mix of citizen and immigrant members.  Most children in immigrant families are 

born in the U.S. and are thus citizens. Of the children of immigrants age 6 or under, 93% 

are citizens. They comprise the fastest growing segment of the U.S. child population.  In 

many cases, these families have been in the United States for years working for 

American companies and participating in community activities, going to church, etc. 

2. Immigration policies that focus on detention and deportation tear families apart.  As 

negative feelings against immigrants, particularly Latin American, Caribbean, Asian and 

Middle Eastern immigrants, has grown in the United States, federal law enforcement has 

placed more and more emphasis on arresting and detaining immigrants without regard 

to other contributions they are making in their community or the role they play in their 

families as breadwinners or caretakers. 

3. Current immigration laws keep families separated.  Many immigrants in the United 

States, including citizens, can wait years – sometimes decades – before they are able to 

bring family members from their nations of origin to join them.  This is largely because of 

bureaucratic processing delays and backlogs for immigrants waiting to receive visas.  

Once they are here, policies restrict how often immigrants can return to their countries of 

origin.  When family members without permanent legal status leave the United States, 

they run the risk of not being able to return to their families in America. 

4. Immigration policies endanger family members fleeing persecution.  When a person 

fleeing persecution comes to a US airport, they often get thrown into prison. In 2002 

Immigration Judges rejected a record 16,744 claims by foreigners fleeing persecution. 

The government allowed only 558 people to stay under the Convention Against Torture 

law, the lowest acceptance rate since the US ratified the international law in 1999. Many 

have been deported back to their home countries, only to face persecution, torture and 

even death. 

America’s immigration laws should prioritize and value families.   
• Any legislation passed should address immigration backlogs so that family members can be reunited as quickly as possible. 
• Congress should avoid creating new categories of immigrants that could serve to 

make it more difficult to keep families together. 
• America’s immigration laws should value the contributions of immigrants to our society, 

many of whom have lived in the United States for years, and keep families together.

