Awakening to Freedom:
An Honest Conversation on Race and Privilege

with Ryūmon  
· Dharma, Color and Culture - Book Signing and Discussion 

· Friday, July 15 at 7 PM

· Contemplative Retreat for People of Color, 
· Saturday, July 16 from 10 AM to 4:30 PM

· Contemplative Multicultural Retreat, 


· Sunday, July 17 from 10 AM to 4:30 PM
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Hilda Ryūmon Gutiérrez Baldoquín
is a Soto Zen priest in the lineage of Shunryu Suzuki Roshi and a student of Zenkei Blanche Hartman Roshi. Born in Las Tunas - a small town in eastern Cuba - of African/Spanish descent, she is the founder of the People of Color Sitting Group at the San Francisco Zen Center and co-founder of the Buddhist Meditation Group for the LGBTQ community at The LGBT Center, also in San Francisco, CA.  

For twenty-five years she worked in the fields of multicultural organizational change and conflict resolution as a consultant, trainer, facilitator, translator and bilingual/bicultural mediator. 
Rev. Ryūmon is the editor of the award-winning anthology, Dharma, Color and Culture:  New Voices in Western Buddhism published by Parallax Press.
All events are Open to the Public and will be held at the United Congregational Church of Holyoke, MA, on the corner of High and Appleton Streets (enter on Appleton).  Lunch will be served for each of the day-long retreats.  Please sign up ahead of time so we can plan for enough food.  

In the days of the Buddha, the teachings were considered priceless and offered freely as Dana (a Pali word meaning generosity). In turn, the community saw to it that the basic needs of those offering teachings were met. Presently, Ryūmon is following this ancient model as a way to support her full time study and practice of the Dharma. At the end of the retreat you are “invited to practice Dana”

by making a voluntary donation. There is no set amount and any form of generosity is appreciated. 

Co- sponsors for this event are: Zen Center on Main Street, Insight Meditation Center of the Pioneer Valley, Center for Contemplative Mind in Society, stone circles, Smith College of Social Work, American Friends Service Committee, Buddhist Peace Fellowship, Zen Peacemaker Circle of Western Mass and The Maezumi Institute.
To sign up or for information, (413) 977-1852, or email: retreat.info@comcast.net

